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December Calendar

Sundays Breakfast Café 8:15-9:15 a.m.
Kids Klub 8:30-9:15 a.m.
Worship 9:30 a.m.

December7 Communion Sunday
Donations of Non-Perishable food
items and hygiene products may be
left under the bale near the church
entrance

December 14 A Special Meeting of the
Congregation will be held
immediately after the worship
service

Christmas Potluck Luncheon
following worship

December 21 Kids Klub: “Shine The Light On
Christmas” performance during worship

December 24 Christmas Eve Worship
LCC Sanctuary  8:30 p.m.

December 25 Christmas Day

Announcement:
Special Meeting

A special meeting will be held on
Sunday, December 14, 2025, in the Lihue
Christian Church sanctuary, immediately
after worship service, to vote on the
recommendation of the Church Council
and The Pastoral Search Committee of
extending the call to Cheri Dennis to
serve as the Settled Minister of Lihue
Christian Church.

Members are asked to attend this
meeting to vote on the recommendation.
Please contact Clifton Kukino for more
information.
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Angels Watching Over Me

“Do not be afraid.....”

Now I lay me down to sleep. Lord, stay with me through the night.
Angels watching over me, my Lord. Angels watching over me, my Lord.
Pray the Lord my soul to keep. Wake me with the morning light.
Angels watching over me. Angels watching over me, my Lord.
All night, all day, All night, all day,

angels watching over me, my Lord. angels watching over me, my Lord.
All night, all day, All night, all day,

angels watching over me. angels watching over me.

When I first thought about using the Angels of Christmas as a theme for our Advent worship, a song kept getting
caught in my head, but I couldn’t remember all of it. After the song didn’t quit bugging me, I finally gave up and
googled the only phrase I could remember - angels watching over me. I quickly found that this phrase is the
refrain of a children’s bedtime prayer set to music. It was written by Otis Leon McCoy sometime in the first half
of the 20th century.

I wonder, do we have angels watching over us? I hope so. Angels are found in nearly every book of the Bible from
Genesis to Revelation. In scripture, they are messengers from God, sometimes with good news and sometimes
with warning words. Their first words are often “Do not be afraid.” Gabriel greeted both Zechariah and Mary with
these words. An unnamed angel greeted the shepherds in the same way, saying “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people.”

Could these words of greeting be meant for us today in a world that is often full of confusion and chaos? Can we
each be an angel to remind each other that amidst the chaos; God is with us. May we find peace and not fear this
Advent and Christmas season. May we hear the angel’s words, “Do not be afraid for I bring you good news.”

Advent blessings to all of you!
Pastor Cheri

(Image courtesy of the NY Public Library on Unsplash.com)
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‘Ae Kamali'i Preschool
Pam and Penni, Co-Directors

We had a SPOOKTACULAR time at our annual Halloween Trunk or Treat. Thirty plus families joined us with
their decorated vehicles; there were lots of fun and unique games and a whole lot of goodies. The children
dressed in their favorite costumes and participated in a costume parade as everyone cheered. Then, they made a
stop at every vehicle to play a game or do an activity and collect a prize or treat. Everyone did a wonderful job of
decorating their vehicles! The children dressed in a variety of costumes! Everyone had a wonderful time!
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Dear Lord,

Hear Our Prayers For.....

Margaret Chow, Rev. Richard Chun, Gale
Domingsel, Jean Hamura, David Tha, Pacita
Jimemez, Florence Lardizabal, Roy Miyake,
Chanelle Quinones, JoAnn Rapozo, Alice Shigeta,
Russell Shimazu, Rachel Tamura, and all in need...

Challenge Yourself: Create A
Personal Advent Project

Often, the Advent Season, takes a backseat to our
busy lives. We become overwhelmed with
shopping for gifts, preparing specialty baked
goods for friends and neighbors, school
performances, the parties and gatherings, and the
completion of work-projects before the old year
ends and the new year begins.

Caring for yourself may add to the meaning of this
season. Here are a few suggestions:

Guided meditation: Follow audio or video guides
to help with breathing and visualization, such as
imagining accompanying Mary and Joseph to
Bethlehem.

Quiet reflection: Find a quiet space to center
yourself, perhaps with a prayer or a scripture
passage, and focus on your breathing to quiet your
mind and heart.

Journaling: Write down your thoughts and
feelings, reflecting on how God is speaking to you
each day.

Scripture reading: Read selected scriptures that
focus on the Advent themes.

Mindful actions: Engage in small acts of kindness
or service to others as a way of bringing light and
hope into the world.
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Smoor

Quinn G. Caldwell, Chaplain
of the Protestant Cooperative Ministry at Cornell
University
December 5, 2024

A bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly
burning wick he will not quench.- Isaiah 42:3
(NRSV)

A friend’s beloved father died after a grueling
sickness. “I get why, when you're mourning,
you're supposed to cover yourself with ashes,” she
said wearily. “It’s like those Scottish houses where
the hearth fire hasn’t gone out for centuries
because they smoor it every night. That’s what I
need. I'm just going to smoor myself for a while.”

[ had the same question you do, so she explained.
Smooring the fire means covering it with ashes
before bed. This keeps the embers burning gently
all night; the fire can be easily resurrected with a
few breaths and a little fuel in the morning. A
smoored fire doesn’t burn bright; it just sort of
glows a little. It doesn’t light the room and boil the
water and keep everybody warm. But it’s not
dead, either. It’s just waiting, letting you rest
without worry until you have the oomph to tend it
again. In olden days, they took this so seriously
they used to say that if the fire ever went
completely out, the people of the house would
lose their very souls.

This Advent, if you're feeling like my friend, like
burning as hot and bright as normal will just burn
you out and leave you soulless, don’t worry. If you
don’t have it in you to shine, or sparkle, or twinkle,
then pull a blanket of ashes up over your head for a
while. Smoor yourself; you deserve it. We’d rather
have you at a dim glow than have you go out
altogether.

I promise, when the time is right, all it will take is a
few strong breaths to set you to crackling again.
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Chancel Decorators:

December 7
December 14
December 21
December 28
January 4

Placido Valenciano
Marlene Morimoto
Penni Taketa, Joey Tanaka
Penni Taketa, Joey Tanaka
Placido Valenciano

Financial Secretaries:

December 7
December 14
December 21

Joan Fujimura, Lisa Jeffery
Faith Matsumura, Verna Yamase
Noreen Tavares, Jolynne Uyesono

December 28  Penni Taketa, Joey Tanaka
January 4 Kimberly Inouye, Erin Wada
Lihue Christian Church

2943 Kress Street
Lihue, HI 96766

December 2025

Announcer/Lay Readers:

December 7

December 14
December 21
December 28

Calvin Murashige
Susan Miura
Mary Star

Phyllis Meighen

January 4 Keith Dennis
Greeters/Ushers:
December 7 Russell and Becky Wada

December 14
December 21
December 28
January 4

Joshua and Alice Pajela
Calvin and Gail Murashige
Harold and Noreen Tavares
Keith Dennis, Sam Shirai
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