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Lihue Christian Church

An Open and Affirming Congregation
www.lihuechristianchurch.org
2943 Kress Street, Lihue, HI 96766

Office: (808) 245-2348

Next Breadfruit Deadline: June 15

June Calendar Welcome the Newest ONA
Sundays Breakfast Café 8:15-9:15 a.m. ChurCh n the Hawaii
Worship 9:30 am. Conference
June 6 Kauai Pride Parade
Start: Vidinha Stadium 10 a.m. Dear ONA family:
Everyone is invited to walk in the
parade. Please meet at the Vidinha Please join us in welcoming Lihue Christian Church
Stadium and look for the Kauai UCC in Lihue, HI as a newly-certified Open and
banner Affirming congregation!
June 7 Communion Sunday As ONA church #1,951, Lihue Christian Church is
Matthew 9:18-26 now part of the largest and fastest-growing
Donations of non-perishable food LGBTQ-affirming church movement in the world!
and hygiene items may be left in We're proud of the congregation and grateful to
the boxes near the church entry the church’s leadership for the hard work that led
to this milestone in their history.
June 14 Guest preacher: Peasipa Namoa
Please join the entire Open and Affirming
June 21 Father’s Day movement in celebrating Lihue Christian Church
Matthew Chapter 10 and join us in prayer that their ONA covenant will
be a blessing to their LGBTQ+ neighbors.
June 23 Pastoral Relations Committee
4:00 p.m.
Blessings,
June 24 LCC Council Meeting 5:30 p.m.

Rev. Derek A. Terry
June 27 Kids Klub Summer Event ONA Coalition Executive Director
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Pastor’s Message

To “G” or Not To “G”

I recently came across this article I'd written in early 2023 for the church I served in North Carolina and
thought I'd share it with Lihue Christian. Much of the liturgy we use comes from the UCC and I edit it to
be appropriate for Kaua‘i. The UCC generally replaces the word kingdom with the word kindom because
kingdom has a negative connotation regarding power over others. Here on Hawai‘i, however, royalty and
the Hawaiian Kingdom are celebrated so I use kingdom in our liturgy. This article debates the why and
why not, to “G” or not to “G”. What do you think?

For the past decade or so, Christians have been debating the use of kingdom vs. kindom. And I dare to say
that this is mainly in the English speaking, mainly white, progressive churches. And rightly so as it speaks
to a desire to be inclusive of all, especially in the language we use. But I wonder if we are not getting
sidetracked here and this is why:

God'’s Kingdom is the place where God resides and over which God has the ultimate authority. It is the
place described in Rev 21:3-4 "God will dwell with them; they will be God’s people, and God in God’s self will
be with them; God will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and
pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away." It is the place where God’s love reigns as the
ultimate authority, every human is recognized as a child of God, and humans recognize their inter-
connectedness with all creation.

God's Kindom is that same place. There is still an ultimate authority and that is God. But the emphasis in
kindom is on the kinship between all humanity, and the kinship humanity shares with all the cosmos. We
are all related to each other, and to the plants and animals, seas and fish, air and birds, rocks and dirt.
And, in the kindom, God’s love reigns as the ultimate authority, every human is recognized as a child of
God, and humans recognize their inter-connectedness with all creation.

When we pray “your kingdom/kindom come, your will be done ON EARTH as it is in heaven - remember
that we are praying for God’s ultimate, perfect, place to come to us. Also remember that it's human
selfishness and greed that keeps this from happening. Whether you use kingdom or kindom is less
important than remembering to live our lives so that God’s will is done ON EARTH as it is in heaven.
Amen.

Shalom,
Cheri
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Moderator’s Message

Time seems to fly by with a blink of an eye. As we approach mid-year, I feel there is still so much to be
done. In reflecting on this, another way to look at it is life is ongoing and God’s work is our life.

We continue to work on our relationship with the Kauai Marshallese. They are helping with
maintenance and cleaning of our property. We have received some concerns regarding their usage of
our facilities, so the Council is looking into how we can make this relationship work, as they are also a
ministry of doing God’s work.

Continued work is being done on all the structural facilities on our property. The Sanctuary and
Columbarium were just fumigated. Mahalo for all the members who helped to prepare the building for
the fumigation. We will be meeting with the Adult Day Care who rents our Social Hall. We are hoping
to work on a renewed lease as the current one has expired and we are on a month-to-month lease. All
the signage for the grassy parking lot has been put up. We have included a towing sign also. Thank
you, Clifton Kukino for all your work.

Karen Nakamura will be retiring in August. We have a Personnel committee that has been working on
finding her replacement. We hope to hire someone so this transition will be smoother. If you know of
anyone who may work well in this position, please contact Debra Menor through the church office.

Our Policy and Procedures committee has been working hard at reviewing and updating all our current
Policy and Procedures. They last reported that they are 75% done. Final documents will be housed in
the church office.

The columbarium is now accessible through an electronic keypad. Our apology for not informing all of
you earlier. If you did not receive the notification, please call the church office for the Entry Code.

As stated earlier, there is a lot of business that needs to be taken care of because we are owners of
property. But know, as a Council, we are always reminded that our primary work is to spread the Good
News and Love God and love your neighbor as yourself.

Mabhalo,
Rachel Furutani,
Moderator
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‘Ae Kamali'i Preschool
Pam and Penni, Co-Directors

May Celebrations

Our month began with a very beautiful and fragrant Lei Day. We joined the Kaua'i Adult Day Health Center for a
morning of fun and friendship. The children enjoyed putting together their own “preschool style” lei po’o
alongside the grandmas and grandpas. Our families brought in bags full of beautiful and very fragrant loose

flowers along with different types of greenery (leaf and fern cuttings).

Mother’s Day! Our annual Mom’s Day celebration was held on Monday, May 11th. Mothers and Grandmothers were
invited to join us from 9:30 to 10:45 am for a morning of activities, crafts and light refreshments.

It was a beautiful morning, and we were happy to have such a wonderful turnout. The children were so excited to
share the morning with their special guests, they worked hard to create their special gift and did an excellent job
hosting this fun event.

MAHALO to all who were able to join us.
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Kids Klub Corner

Joan Fujimura

Kudos to our church ohana and friends for sharing their gifts and passions with our kids. In late April, Donna
Umetsu and Naomi Hamamura introduced Okinawan Eisa drumming from a cultural standpoint and shared how

they came to love this art. Kids and adults had a hands-on opportunity to experience proper technique, form,

and rhythm in hitting a shime-daiko or paranku drum.

In early May, Sara Miura did
her third lei-making session
with the kids. This time they
learned how to make Hilo style
(twisting technique) palaka
fabriclei ... just in time for gift
giving for May Day, Mother’s
Day, or graduation! They
practiced the twisting
technique with nylon
pantyhose first before moving
on to using the palaka fabric of
their choice.

REMINDERS: Kid’s Klub and
Faith Formation classes will be
taking a break for the months
of June and July. Kid’s Klub
will be back in session on
August 9 and Faith Formation
classes will resume on August
23.
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Celebrating 2026 Graduates

Three Kauai High School graduates were honored and celebrated at our annual Baccalaureate Service held on
Sunday, May 17, 2026. All graduates are college bound and we asked for God’s blessings upon them as they
venture off to new places to continue their education and pursue their dreams. They were each presented with

lei and a gift.

On the same weekend, former scholarship
recipient, Kyrus Domingsel, received his
Associate in Applied Science degree in
Hospitality and Tourism at Kauai Community
College’s commencement exercises. Kyrus is
employed by The Royal Sonesta Kauai Resort.

Special thanks to Pastor Cheri, Alice Pajela,
Dale Masumura, Marlene Morimoto, Rachel
Furutani and Katie Kershner for their
contributions to this service.

Congratulations Class of 2026! We are so
very proud of you!

Aaron Hinazumi, son of David and Novelyn Hinazumi, plans
to study accounting at Creighton University in Nebraska.

Samantha Tominaga, daugther of Galen and Joni Tominaga,
and granddaughter of Alan and Dale Masumura will attend
Creighton University as a pre-med science major.

Malie Miyakai, daughter of Travis and Jana Miyazaki, and the
great-granddaughter of the late Clinton and Fumiko Shiraishi,
will attend San Diego State University and plans to major in
neuroscience psychology.

Samantha and Malie, recipients of this year’s LCC
Scholarships, were presented with beautiful rose lei
fashioned by Sara Miura and checks for $2,000.00 by Joe
Cassler. Joe and Sara are members of the LCC Scholarship
Committee.

The recipients thanked the congregation for their support.
Malie also expressed gratitude to Penni Taketa, Ben Kershner,
and Joe Cassler, who were her former teachers. Samantha
expressed that she hoped to one day treat members of LCC
when she becomes a practicing physician.

The Domingsel Ohana: Dad Ryan, Sister Avery
holding her phone with Brother Jaden on-line,
Kyrus and Mom Annabel
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Dear Lord,

Hear Our Prayers For.....

Margaret Chow, Rev. Richard Chun, Gale
Domingsel, Jean Hamura, David lha, Pacita
Jimemez, Florence Lardizabal, Lucille Mikasa,
JoAnn Rapozo, Alice Shigeta, Russell Shimazu,
Rachel Tamura, and all in need...

A Dad’s Day Treat

Melissa Gaman

4 1/4 cups of Dad’s favorite ice cream
1 cup heavy cream
9” crumb pie crust (store bought okay), chilled

Soften the ice cream. Scoop 4 cups of ice cream
into a large bowl, preferably metal, which retains
the cold better than glass. Let the ice cream soften
at room temperature for 10 to 15 minutes,
stirring occasionally with a stiff silicone spatula
until it’s smooth and the consistency of very thick
Greek yogurt. Stirring it prevents the edges from
melting while the middle of the bowl remains
hard and ensures you can evenly fold in the
cream.

Whip the cream. Meanwhile, melt about 1/4 cup
of ice cream in a second large bowl. Add 1 cup of
heavy cream and whip to stiff peaks using an
electric mixer on medium speed. The sugar in the
melted ice cream helps stabilize the whipped
cream so it doesn’t quickly deflate.

Fold the whipped cream into the ice cream.
Fold the whipped cream into the ice cream in two
batches until fully blended and the ice cream
becomes light and thick. It may look temporarily
grainy when you begin folding, but it will smooth
out once combined.

Spoon into the crust and freeze. Quickly spoon
the ice cream into the pie crust and gently spread
to evenly fill, going almost to the edges. The filling
will lightly melt right at the edges, so leaving a
small space ensures it doesn’t spill out of the
crust. Invert the crust liner to cover the pie or
lightly cover. Freeze until firm enough to slice, but
not rock hard, 4 to 6 hours. Slice and serve.

June 2026

You Are There

Talitha Arnold, Senior Minister of the United
Church of Santa Fe (UCC), Santa Fe, New Mexico.
June 23, 2025

Where can I flee from your presence? If I ascend to
heaven, you are there; if  make my bed in Sheol,
you are there. - Psalm 139:7b-8 (NRSV)

Psalm 139 speaks to our greatest fear as human
beings: being abandoned, left alone in desolate
places, far from home.

It speaks also of God’s greatest promise: that no
matter where we are, God will be there. I've used
Psalm 139 for memorial services, and I've prayed
it in the shadowed nights of my own soul.

But last June, on my church’s trip to the
Arizona/Sonora-Mexico border (our first since
the pandemic), Psalm 139 took on new meaning.
I'd been to the border ever since | was a child
growing up in Arizona and then as a pastor
serving in New Mexico. The Sonoran Desert was
my first home, with all its beauty and
biodiversity—and its desolation and
fearsomeness. Tragically, as the border has
become more militarized, the wall longer, and the
asylum process stopped, crossing the desert has
become a descent into Sheol.

To be sure, God’s presence can be known through
the words of Psalm 139. But for the people trying
to find their way through an ever more dangerous
and deadly place, that Presence needs to known in
the flesh—their flesh and our flesh.

The flesh of hands that leave water jugs along
migrant trails and give out granola bars at the
wall. Arms that embrace and uphold. Voices that
make phone calls for help and speak out for just
and humane policies.

Psalm 139 promises that God will be present in all
times and places. And God calls us to make good
on that promise
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Chancel Decorators:
June 7  Joan Fujimura
June 14 Lisa Jeffery

June 21 Dale Takiguchi
June 28 Beth Salling

July 5  Yolanda Yamauchi

Financial Secretaries:

June 7 Russell & Becky Wada

June 14 Joan Fujimura, Lisa Jeffery

June 21 Tina Cox, Faith Matsumura, Verna Yamase
June 28 Noreen Tavares, Jolynne Uyesono

July 5  Penni Taketa, JoAnn Tanaka

Lihue Christian Church
2943 Kress Street
Lihue, HI 96766

June 2026

Announcer/Lay Readers:
June 7  Joy Koerte

June 14 Peyton Koerte

June 21 Lisa Jeffery

June 28 Phyllis Meighen
July 5  Keith Dennis

Greeters/Ushers:

June 7  Joshua & Alice Pajela

June 14 Harold & Noreen Tavares

June 21 Lisa Jeffery, Laurie Wakayama

June 28 Calvin & Jolynne Uyesono

July 5 Norman Seki, Steven Yamashita,
Larry Yasuda, Peter Yukimura
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