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Lihue Christian Church 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

www.lihuechristianchurch.org 
2943 Kress Street, Lihue, HI 96766 

Office: (808) 245-2348  

E-mail: lihuechristianchurch@gmail.com 

The Breadfruit 

July Calendar 

Sundays Breakfast Café   8:15-9:15 a.m. 
  Worship     9:30 a.m. 
 
July 5  Communion Sunday 

Donations of non-perishable food 
and hygiene items may be left in 
the boxes near the church entry 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooperation is the Key to 
Mutual Respect 

 
Please, Do Not Park in the commercial 
parking lot next to Lihue Christian Church at 
any time or on any day when attending 
church activities.  
 
Please park in the designated Lihue 
Christian Church parking lot next to the `Ae 
Kamali`i Preschool.  If the gate is not open, 
use a bit of strength to slide the gate open. 
Then, drive in and park.Thank you. 
 
 

Save the Date 

A Celebration To Honor 
Karen Nakamura 

For 25 Years of Service 
to Lihue Christian Church 

 
Date:  Sunday, August 16  

Time:  11:00 am 
Place:  LCC Social Hall 

Potluck luncheon: Please bring a dish 

to share 

 An RSVP sign-up sheet is on the table 
near the sanctuary entry 

Or call/text Marlene (808) 652-1055 
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Pastor’s Message 
 

 

“Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other.”  
Psalm 85:10   
“Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ.” 1Peter 5:14  

God Kiss 

“God Kiss” – a phrase I just recently learned about from none other than our very own Pastor Phyllis. I’m still not 

quite sure all that a God Kiss encompasses but please indulge me as I attempt to describe the God Kisses I received 

this past week while on Oʻahu for the 204th (that’s a lot of church meetings) ‘Aha Paeʻāina.  

The day before leaving for Oʻahu, I spent a few minutes perusing Facebook where I saw a notification that I had a 

new message in Messenger. I was surprised to find that it was from Robin & Paul, a couple we knew from the 

Lutheran church we belonged to in Charlotte long before I became a UCC pastor. We hadnʻt kept in touch much 

with them other than following them on Facebook. The message said that they were in Oʻahu and just wanted to 

say “hello.” Of course, I replied immediately with, “I’ll be on Oahu tomorrow. Let’s meet up!” So, we made plans. 

Coincidence? No, it was God Kiss #1! 

The next evening, after flying to Oʻahu and the beginning of the ʻAha, as I once again was checking Facebook . I saw 

a post from Jeana. Jeana is the same age as my children and our families knew each other from the same Lutheran 

church in Charlotte “long before I became a UCC pastor.”  Jeana had many years ago, married and moved to 

Australia so I was taken aback when I read her post, “I’m back in Waimanalo this week to celebrate the life of my 

beloved Kumu A’ia’i.”  Wait! What! Is there a Waimanalo in Australia? Do they have kumus in Australia? After a 

quick Google search I found the answer, “No, there is only one Waimanalo and that’s on Oʻahu.” So we made plans. 

Coincidence? Nope. God Kiss #2. Paul & Robin, Jeana, and Keith & I met at Liliha Bakery for a delicious meal. And 

we talked story for 3+ hours.  

Earlier Sunday morning, Keith and I worshipped at Kaumakapili church where my friend Heather Barfield is the 

pastor of this beautiful Hawaiian church founded in 1838 and the hymnal is Nā Hīmeni. It brought joy to my heart 

to be sitting in the pews and singing in ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi. Even more joy was found when glancing around the church, 

I spied the familiar profile of Rev. Alpha Goto. Alpha & I met on the UCC Cuba Study Seminar in February 2023. At 

the end of that trip, we said our goodbyes and went our separate ways, not ever dreaming that we might one day 

see each other again in this life. Yet our God who loves to surprise us had other plans. Alpha keeps popping up in 

my life! God Kiss #3. 

May God cover you in God kisses!  

Pastor Cheri  
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Hooray for Summer!  It’s that time of year to “beat the heat” as best as possible, and what better way is there than 
with WATERPLAY!  The children always look forward to cooling off with fun activities on a hot sunny morning.   

This year we enjoyed running through the sprinkler, body painting, sensory bins with ice, bubbles and super 
squirters.  We played until it was lunchtime, then enjoyed a delicious outdoor picnic lunch of tuna/lettuce wraps, 
carrot sticks and apple wedges. 

  

          

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       

 

`Ae Kamali`i Preschool 
Pam and Penni, Co-Directors 

Moderator’s Message 

As we move into summer, daylight lasts longer and one has more time to do outdoor activities.  It’s a time to give 

thanks to God for all his creation.  We are especially grateful for the amazing aina he has given to us.  The beauty 

of our island is a treasure in its own.  Mahalo Ke Akua. 

God has also given us all that we own as a church.  We are challenged to do God’s work with all we have received.  

As the LCC Council attends to the business of the church, we always remember the purpose and ministry we want 

to carry out.   

We continue to work on the New Rental Agreement with Ohana Pacific Health Day Care.  Our vision to serve the 

community with this service is the focus for both parties. 

The distribution of the Kawakami Estate will be ending soon.  The monies have been placed with the Hawaii 

Conference Foundation who sends the Council quarterly reports.   

As we prepare for the transition of Karen Nakamura’s retirement, after being with the church for 25 years, we 

welcome our new Executive Assistant Heather Guerrero.  She will be training under Karen prior to Karen’s 

departure.   

We continue working with our Marshallese community to support another group serving God.   

Our next biggest issue is looking at the major maintenance repairs of the Social Hall.  We were fortunate to 

receive this building after Hurricane Iniki and it has served our purpose well, but there is wear and tear on the 

building and we need to start addressing these repairs. 

The business goes on and on, and as we plan, we focus on how we can use all of this as part of our ministry to 

serve our neighbors and community.  We will be looking for more people to help with our planning as we move 

forward.  May you find it in your heart to serve God by giving of your time and talent to become part of any Board 

or officer of the Council.   

Rachel Furutani 

Moderator 

 

 

 



   

     The Breadfruit   July 2026 

 

    

  

            
   

                               

Celebration of Baptism 

Yan Lian Lin and LCC 
worshipers celebrated his 
baptism on May 31, 2026.  
Lin is originally from 
Fijian Province, China.  His 
parents raised him as a 
Christian since childhood.  
He has been attending 
worship nearly every 
Sunday for two years. Lin 
brought Chi Hong Cai 
(friend/interpreter) to 
witness his baptism. 

LCC at the Pride Parade 
June 6, 2026 
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`Ae Kamali`i Preschool 
Pam and Penni, Co-Directors 

 
Hooray for Summer!  It’s that time of year to “beat the heat” as best as possible, and what better way is there than 
with WATERPLAY!  The children always look forward to cooling off with fun activities on a hot sunny morning.   

This year we enjoyed running through the sprinkler, body painting, sensory bins with ice, bubbles and super 
squirters.  We played until it was lunchtime, then enjoyed a delicious outdoor picnic lunch together with 
tuna/lettuce wraps, carrot sticks and apple wedges. 

 

Sprinkler Shower Ice and Sensory Fun 

Body Painting 
Bubbles 
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Dear Lord,  

Hear Our Prayers For….. 

 Margaret Chow, Rev. Richard Chun, Gale 

Domingsel, Jean Hamura, David Iha, Pacita 

Jimemez, Florence Lardizabal, Lucille Mikasa, 

JoAnn Rapozo, Alice Shigeta, Russell Shimazu, 

Rachel Tamura, and all in need… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soft and Shielded 
Phiwa Langeni, 

 creatively invites others into transformational 
liminal spaces between what has been and what is 

yet to be. They currently serve as the Associate 
Conference Minister for Equipping Leaders in the 

Southern California Nevada Conference UCC. 
July 13, 2025 

You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand 
upon me. - Psalm 139:5 (NRSV) 
  
Armadillos look like tiny tanks, shuffling around in 
their own built-in armor. They aren’t fast, flashy, or 
loud. They’re not trying to prove anything. Just soft 
creatures wrapped in a hard shell, doing their own 
thing. 
  
I wonder if God had a little fun making the 
armadillo. A creature that carries its own paradox, 
right out in the open. A divine wink, perhaps. A 
reminder that tenderness and toughness aren’t 
opposites. They are companions. Both are sacred. 
Both necessary. 
  
We live in a world that often expects us to choose: 
be vulnerable or be strong. Be free or be resilient. 
Be accepted or be guarded. But the armadillo says, 
both, please. 
  
Maybe you’ve learned to build a shell. Maybe it was 
survival. Maybe it still is. That’s not shameful. It’s 
sacred. And still, underneath that armor, there is 
softness. Curiosity. Longing. Love. 
  
God knows all of it. The layers. The reasons. The 
stories. 
  
Psalm 139 says we are hemmed in. Not trapped, 
but held. Not armored, but embraced. Not hidden, 
but known. Surrounded by a God who sees through 
the shell and does not flinch at the soft parts. 

  
You don’t have to be all exterior. And you don’t 
have to be all heart. You get to be both, wonderfully 
and beautifully. Like the armadillo, you get to move 
through this world as a living paradox: protected, 
beloved, and fully alive. 

  
Wholeness doesn’t ask you to choose. It welcomes 
you as you are. 

  
  

 

Relay For Life 2026 will be a fun filled community 
event designed to celebrate survivorship and raise 
money to help the American Cancer Society save 
lives, help those who have been touched by cancer, 
and empower individuals to fight back against this 
disease.  It will also be a time to remember those 
lost to cancer and to celebrate those who have 
survived. It is a night for people who have shared 
the same experience to comfort and console one 
another.   
Teams will gather at: 

Kauai Philippine Cultural Center 
Saturday, September 12, 2026 

4:00-10:00 pm 
 

Come and join us for fun and fellowship. If 

interested, please call Marlene (808)652-1055 or 

the church office (808) 245-2348 to be part of the 

Lihue Christian Church (LCC) and Friends 

Team. We are accepting donations payable to: The 

American Cancer Society. 

Mahalo! 
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Lihue Christian Church 
2943 Kress Street 
Lihue, HI  96766 

Chancel Decorators: 
July 5       Yolanda Yamauchi 
July 12     Susan Miura 
July 19     Nadine Oshima 
July 26     Placido Valenciano 
August 2 Noreen Tavares 
 
 
 
Financial Secretaries: 
July 5       Penni Taketa, JoAnn Tanaka 
July 12     Kimberly Inouye, Erin Wada  
July 19     Susan Fujii, Crystal Fujikawa 
July 26     Tina Cox, Faith Matsumura,  
    Verna Yamase 
August 2  Eleanor Chow, Marlene Morimoto 

 
 
 
 

Announcer/Lay Readers: 
July 5       Keith Dennis 
July 12       Susan Miura 
July 19       Heidi Tabalba 
July 26       Aileia Cassler 
August 2    Clifton Kukino 
 
 

Greeters/Ushers: 
July 5        Norman Seki, Steven Yamashita, 
                   Larry Yasuda, Peter Yukimura 
July 12      Nadine Oshima, Yolanda Yamauchi 
July 19      Keith Dennis, Sam Shirai 
July 26      Russell & Becky Wada 
August 2   Calvin & Gail Murashige 
 
  
 
 

 


